Minutes of

Hoath Annual Parish Meeting, 11th May 2011
The annual meeting of the parish of Hoath was held in the village hall at 7.15pm on 11th May 2011. In attendance were members of Hoath Parish Council (Cllrs Colin Chapman, Sue Chapman, Nugent and Williams), the Clerk to the parish council (Guy Foster, minutes); Cllr Alan March (KCC); Cllr Georgina Glover (CCC) and around twenty parishioners. Cllr Nugent took the chair.

1. Apologies were received from Rev. Jenny Hadlow, Georgina Glover (CCC – late arrival), PCSO Kelly Greenwood.

2. CCC and KCC reports: Alan Marsh (KCC) thanked the parish for a high turnout in the recent elections. He said that despite the tough economic climate, money was still available from KCC for good projects. Georgina Glover (CCC) also thanked everyone for voting and looked forwarded to getting to know the parish and its residents better.
3. Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: Cllr Nugent reported on the highlights of a relatively quiet 2010/11. He thanked the Clerk, welcomed the appointment to the parish council of Sue Chapman and to the city council of Georgina Glover. He commented on “work in progress” which included the village green, allotments, footpath issues, the Maypole Road road works and the work on the youth council. He referred to the Ling recycling plant at Hersden and the need to watch for undue traffic through Hoath which might result from this development.
4. WI: Mrs Rosemary Crippin reported that membership had increased to 51. Founded in 1925, Hoath WI celebrated its 85th anniversary last year. She noted the WI’s activities, including a walking group  and a “ladies who lunch” group and a monthly craft group. Instead of sending Christmas cards last year, donations were raised for the digital mammogram scanner and amounted to £80. 

5. Holy Cross church: Jenny Hadlow had provided a written report which was presented by Colin Chapman. The year had seen 5 weddings, 2 baptisms and 2 funerals. The main Sunday service is at 10.15. The youth club takes a lead on the third Sunday of each month. Activities include coffee mornings, bring and buy, the parish walk, a Tuesday cafe and a Tuesday film evening during Lent. Over the year, the church had donated 10% of its income to charities such as Demelza House and Porchlight. Jenny noted that the church is open daily and is clearly appreciated by visitors who particularly enjoy the flowers. Jenny thanked all those who supported the church and helped with the many activities.
6. Village Hall: Arthur Campbell-Walter reported on the wide range of activities now hosted by the village hall. These included dance sessions, play group, mother and toddler group, whist, indoor bowls, the Christmas pantomime and the village market. Demand for the hall was greater than ever. Arthur hoped an extension could be built at the rear but careful planning would be needed to preserve the usefulness of the garden. The major refurbishment of last year was considered a great success.
7. Men’s Club. Colin Finch reported that this club has 14 members although only one is actually from Hoath. The club was founded in 1947 and activities included darts, billiards, table-tennis and cribbage. There is an annual dinner and trophy evening.

8. Play Group: Kay Fulker reported that numbers had increased this year, thanks to advertising and a good Ofsted report. The children undertake a wide range of activities, both indoors and, all within the framework of the Early Years Foundation Stage. New this year is a bench and sandpit in the garden and reflective waistcoats for added safety when out on walks. Hoath WI was thanked again for making the “story sacks”. There are boards in the hall showing the children’s work and Kay encouraged people to take a look.
9. Mother and toddler group: Belinda Wakeling reported that the group is doing very well and is in fact full, with 20 toddlers. 
10. Youth Club (Ad hoc reporting by Colin Chapman) The club is very popular with up to 24 youngsters attending, with ages ranging from 8 to 14. It meets on a Monday from 6.30 – 8.00 p.m. Regular activities include snooker, cookery, table tennis and craft. Altogether there are 7 helpers who Colin thanked.
11. Oil buying consortium. Colin Chapman said this was now very popular, with 46 members. Normal block orders are around 7 to 20 thousand litres and discounts of up to 4p a litre are usually achievable.
12. Destiny Dance Academy: no one from the academy was present but Arthur Campbell-Walker observed that it remained very popular and currently had no room for new members.
13. Whist and bowls: Cathy Smith reported that there are 30 bowls club members and the club has new mats and bowls. Whist is played on the first Friday of each month. There’s an average of 5 tables with a raffle and profits donated to the hall refurbishment fund.

14. Police: Our PCSO, Kelly Greenwood had provided a written report. In a year she described as “quiet”, there had been 13 crimes, ranging from theft from motor vehicles (the most common) to cultivation of a class B drug (the most recent). She advised people to be particularly vigilant of metal thefts, notable lead, of which there had been a sharp increase recently across the country. The police non-emergency number is 01622 690690.
15. Gardening: Val Wilson reported that the society, founded in 1968, now has 55 members. It meets monthly on the first Wednesday with guest speakers and has 3 shows a year, which are open to members and non-members alike. She thanked committee members for their hard work and especially Brian Hopkins who managed the shows with such expertise.
The meeting was declared closed at 8.10 pm.
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