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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th December 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (Chair), Colin Chapman, Sue Chapman, John Williams, Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Georgina Glover (CCC) and 9 members of the public.

************************ ********************************************

1. Apologies

None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on November 9th were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
For CCC, Mrs Glover reported:

· She had supported Alan Marsh at the Joint Transportation Board meeting, at which the matter of yellow lines on Maypole Lane was discussed. This proposal has now been abandoned.
For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· The chairman of Sturry PC has had his computer hacked so beware of a spurious letter requesting money.

· Mr Marsh distributed a KCC leaflet on winter road safety and gritting.
· He asked if the money promised by South East Water had been received. He was informed there had been correspondence about this very recently and the money was on its way.

Cllr Williams raised the question of speed limits and queried why, if 30mph limits could be extended in Chislet parish, this could not also happen in Hoath. Mr Marsh said that the Chislet extension was a one-off and as a rule, imposing new speed limits was close to impossible.
Cllr Colin Chapman noted that despite requests, the interactive speed sign had not been turned to face the other way.
*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:
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· There was much debate on the question of measures to reduce the speed of traffic through the parish. The favoured strategy was to request a visit from a mobile police speed camera, which would then enable speed camera warning signs to be erected. The Clerk is to write to Alan Marsh about this.
· Various road surface problems were reported.
******************************* ***************************

5. Bus diversion
Cllr Sue Chapman reported on the proposal to re-route the off-peak buses via Boyden Gate and Highstead (this having been reported in detail at the November meeting). In order for this to happen, some trees would need pruning in Old Tree Road and the Parish Council had undertaken to do this. It was resolved to write to affected householders to inform them of this. It was also resolved to put a notice on the web-site and in the parish magazine to let parishioners know of the proposal and to solicit their views. The clerk had pointed out that it was possible that some of the trees in question were in a conservation area and/or subject to TPOs. He would endeavour to ascertain whether this was the case.
6. Village green and allotments
Village Green: Cllr Sue Chapman reported that there had been one positive response from a land owner. Work continued.
Allotments: the Clerk reported that a Capital Grant application had been submitted to CCC and that he had met with a “funding buddies” coordinator who would arrange for a further meeting to involve someone with experience of grants for allotments and had suggested that the chair of the allotments association be involved as there may be other items requiring funding, apart from the fencing and car parking. Allan Marsh having promised to grant £1,000 toward the fencing costs, the appropriate application form had been completed and would be submitted.

7. Planning
There were no applications to be considered. It was noted that approval by CCC had been granted to the following applications: CA//11/01740 (Ford Manor Farm); CA//11/01662/FUL (Morval, Hick’s Forstal Rd,.); CA//01636/CAC (Cornerstone)
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8. Report of the clerk/RFO
The bank and cash book balance at 30th November was £9,512.93. 

The following payments were approved:

1. Clerk: November £269.14 (salary £234.89;  £34.25 expenses.)

2. Wantsum Gardeners: grass cutting: £27.00.

3. CCC: for election expenses: £51.03.

4. KALC Chairman’s conference: £72.00 (inc VAT)

There was some bewilderment at the CCC invoice as there had been no parish council election as such but it was reluctantly agreed that it should be paid.

The Clerk reported that the current year’s unspent concurrent function grant related to the repair of play area equipment. It was also reported that for 2012/13, “essential” CFG items would be funded in full but there was no funding for “desirable” items. This meant that the PC’s requested items would be fully funded but the village hall would not receive the £1,000 requested for external decoration.
9. Grants
It was resolved to submit the applications for the following:

CCC Capital Grant: allotments fencing, etc., : £3,730

KCC: for allotments fencing: £1,000

KCC: for Diamond Jubilee celebrations: £600
10. Precept for 2012/13

After discussion, it was resolved to request a parish precept of £5,520 for the 2012/13 year.

11. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Nugent reported that he believed the necessary road repairs at the Dutch Barn area of Hoath Rd had been completed.
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12. Meeting dates for 2012

These were agreed as follows:

January 11th ; February 8th ; March 14th ; April 11th ; May 9th ; June 13th ; July 11th  ;September 12th ;October 10th ; November 14th ;December 12th

The meeting was declared closed at 9.20 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

December 17th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

