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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 9th February 2011.
Present: Councillors John Williams (chair), Colin Chapman, Sarah Keyes, Sue Chapman. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC) and 13 members of the public.

************************ ************************************


Cllr Williams took the chair in the absence of Cllr Nugent

1. Apologies
Cllr Nugent was away.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the previous meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
There was no CCC representative. For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:

· He introduced Georgina Glover, the local prospective Conservative candidate for Canterbury City Council.
· Maypole Lane yellow lines: the Rural Area Member Forum had voted decisively against this proposal. However, it remained on the agenda for the forthcoming Joint Transportation Board meeting.
********************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Any news on “No parking” signs in Maypole Lane?: Cllr Williams was unable to comment in detail, in the absence of Cllr Nugent but the meeting was reminded that Alan Marsh had undertaken to see if KCC could provide these. Mr Marsh confirmed that this commitment remained valid. But this was now subject to the outcome of the JTB meeting and the surveys that Cllr Nugent was organising.
· Woodpecker Cottage building works: it was confirmed that this had been reported to the planning authority.
· “Kill your speed” signs: Maypole Lane is experiencing heavy and fast traffic, due to the closure of Maypole Rd. It was suggested that the signs could usefully be deployed here. Undertakings were
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 given to do this and to report the traffic problems to the police and the fact that buses had been seen using this route, to Stagecoach. It was also agreed to write to South East Water to see if they would attend to some of the necessary road repairs now, rather than waiting for the conclusion of the road works.
· Allotments: there was little further news other than that the current tenants’ agents will be in the area in April when there will be a chance to meet with them.
************************** ******************************

5. To consider formally establishing a sub-committees to deal with the proposal for a village green.
This was unanimously agreed. The questions of membership, a date for a first meeting and terms of reference would be decided in due course. Volunteers from outside the Parish Council to sit on this sub-committee would be welcomed.
6. To consider bids for the grass-cutting contract, to be let with effect from April 1st 2011.

It was unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from Wantsum Gardeners at a sum of £325 p.a. The Clerk would confirm this with Wantsum, based on an agreement to maintain the grass at an appropriate level subject to a minimum of 15 cuts a year.
7. Planning
There were no planning matters to be considered.
8. Report of the RFO
The clerk/RFO had circulated his report. Items agreed for payment were clerk’s salary and expenses of £272.09; James Pughe for grass cutting of £35.00; Village Hall, from the Concurrent Function Grant, of £1,120. This was less than the sum of Village Hall expenses submitted for reimbursement but was all that was left of this year’s Village Hall portion of the CFG. 
It was noted that at the end of January the cashbook and bank balance stood at £8,068.81.

Correspondence

A letter had been received from KCC Highways asking for views on the location of interactive speed signs. It was agreed that Cllr Williams would contact KCC to discuss and would revert on the outcome to the Clerk 
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A parishioner had asked about the dates of “event days” at the Airstrip. Separately, these had been received from the Airstrip proprietors. It was noted that these dates are to be Sunday 30th May, Sunday 14th August and Sunday 9th October. The parishioner was to be advised of these dates and the Airstrip proprietors would be replied to, thanking them for the information and confirming that these dates were for public consumption, which included the posting of signs as specified in the Airstrip’s planning conditions. It was to be made clear that these event days were not open to the public.
It was noted that the landlord of the Gate Inn was to retire after a distinguished tenure of more than 30 years. Given the special nature and amenity value of the Gate in these times of difficulty for the public house trade, it was resolved to write to Shepherd Neame, urging the preservation of the Gate Inn and the protection of its unique character.
9. Councillors’ reports
There was nothing further to report.
10. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on March 9th at 7.30 pm, in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 8.35 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

February 11th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
