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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th January 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (chair), Colin Chapman, John Williams, Sarah Keyes, Sue Chapman. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC) and 13 members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies
None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the previous meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
There was no  CCC representative. For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:

· There would be no increase in KCC council tax in 2001/12 despite a 28% cut in government funding
· He is to meet with Richard Jenkins of CCC re the issue of “no parking” signs in Maypole Lane.

· He is to send to the PC a list of possible messages to be displayed on the interactive speed camera so that the PC can choose its preferred options. 

********************** ***************** ********* **********

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· South East Water had said that letters would be provided for children who were being made late for school due to the traffic diversions but these letters had not been seen. Apparently the letters have been sent direct to schools but Cllr Keyes undertook to distribute copies.
· Thanks were offered by a member of the public for moving one of the salt bins.
· Maypole Lane parking issue: the weather has delayed progress but it is in hand and there should be some material news in time for the next meeting.
· Allotments: it was reported that the current tenants have responded in a way that should enable a positive conclusion to be reached.
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· It was suggested that there was evidence of unauthorised construction activity at Woodpecker Cottage. The PC was aware of this.

· Doubt was cast as to the suitability of the sight lines at the new development planned for the rear of the village hall, given that  a hedge, which had been removed, would obscure vision when replanted.

************************** ******************************

5. To consider instituting working groups, whether PC committees or otherwise, to progress the issues of village green and allotments

It was agreed to seek to convene a public meeting, ideally in the village hall and in the near future to seek volunteers to sit on these forums. It was felt that the one in respect of the village green would probably fall to be a committee of the Parish Council whereas that dealing with the allotments would be independent of the PC. The Clerk is to enquire as to a suitable date.
6. Planning
Application CA//10/02032/FUL (3 houses on the land behind the village hall): there were no objections to this but it was agreed that in the PC’s submission to CCC, the issue as to sight lines would be highlighted.
7. Report of the RFO
The clerk/RFO had circulated his report. Items agreed for payment were clerk’s salary and expenses of £285.64 and James Pughe for grass cutting of £35.00. The Clerk reported that Mr Pughe had said he did not wish to continue with the grass cutting after the end of the current financial year. Before alternative contractors were sought, the clerk was asked to establish with Mr Pughe whether this was a purely financial issue.
The Clerk reported that his expenses included £10 reimbursement of the web-site domain name renewal fee, the significant point being that this was now registered in the name of the Parish Council.

It was noted that at the end of December the cashbook and bank balance stood at £8,389.45. The clerk confirmed that all of this was now in the new Lloyds TSB account, the Co-operative Bank accounts having been closed.
The Clerk reported that CCC had acknowledged timely receipt of the 2011/12 precept figure and that we had been advised that we would receive the concurrent function grant request in full, save for the clawback of the £538 underspend, as expected.
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8. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Williams reported that one of the “kill your speed” signs had been run over so he had collected the other signs in, for the time being. More signs may therefore be needed and the grant received from KCC in respect of this has not all been spent so this is, within limits, affordable.

In discussions, it was noted that there had been no progress on the cutting back of vegetation at Woodpecker Cottage and another letter should be sent. It was also noted that the traffic diversions were resulting in damage to verges and we should ask South East Water to repair this damage. 
9. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on February 9th at 7.30 pm, in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 8.45 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

January 14th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
