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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2010.
Present: Councillors John Williams, Colin Chapman, Sue Chapman and Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), and three members of the public.

************************ ************************************

In the absence of Cllr Nugent, Cllr Williams took the chair.
1. Apologies
Apology received from Cllr Nugent, who was away.
2. Declarations of interest
None.
3. Minutes of the June meeting and matters arising
These were signed as a true record without amendment. 
In response to a query about the Hollow Road junction, the clerk confirmed that this has been reported to KCC.

“Free Trees” scheme: the consensus was that native species were to be preferred. The clerk suggested he consult with councillors when the scheme was open and tree availability became clearer.

4. KCC and CCC reports
No CCC representative. 
KCC
Potholes: Mr Marsh reported that some 100,00 of these had been repaired so far, that the programme would continue for some months to come and that £6.4m will have been spent by its conclusion.
Health white paper: Mr March outlined the proposals contained in this document.

Interactive speed signs: Mr Marsh produced a map and asked where the Parish Council would like such a sign sited. After much debate, a location at the north end of Hoath Road, near “True Grip” emerged as the preferred site.

***************** ***************** ********* **********
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At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Prince of Wales parking: there was much discussion of this well-known but intractable problem. It was agreed to have it on the agenda for the next PC meeting.
· Hedge in School Lane: this still needs attending to. Cllr Sue Chapman undertook to identify the precise address of the property in question so that the clerk could write to the owners.

**************************** ******************************

5. Planning
Application CA//10/01048/FUL: there were no objections.
6. Report of the Clerk/RFO
Invoices approved for payment:

1. Clerk: £269.32 (salary £234.89; expenses £34.43)

2. James Pughe for grass cutting and weeding: £60.00.

3. Audit Commission (external audit): £141.00 (including VAT).

Other matters:

· Cash book and bank balance: at 30th June: :£13,260.12 (plus Business Select a/c £16.34).
· Clean audit report received from the Audit Commission in respect of last year’s accounts.

· HMRC have confirmed in writing that the penalty notices have been cancelled.
· Lloyds TSB: the Clerk reported a torrid time spent attempting to open the new bank account. Cllr Williams undertook to use his contacts to try and achieve some progress.
· BCTV: it was agreed not to make a donation. Cllr Sue Chapman undertook to speak to our tree warden to see if she was happy to be registered with BCTV as our pond warden.
· Youth Council: agreed that Cllr Keyes would speak directly with the newly responsible person at Canterbury City Council. Clerk to put them in touch with one another.

· Grit spreader: Cllr Colin Chapman reported he had found someone to be in charge of this.
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7. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Sue Chapman reported problems with various footpaths and asked what the approach to these should be. The clerk undertook to let her have a copy of the Parish Plan which showed footpaths and their reference numbers and to contact the footpath warden, put him in touch with Cllr Chapman and see if he could attend the next PC meeting.
8. Any other business and date of next meeting
The next meeting will be on September 8th at 7.30 pm, in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 8.55 pm

Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

July 16th 2010.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________
