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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (chair), John Williams, Sue Chapman, Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Georgina Glover (CCC), Kelly Greenwood (PCSO) and 10 members of the public.

************************ ********************************************

1. Apologies

Cllr Colin Chapman had sent apologies for his absence.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on June 8th were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
For CCC, Mrs Glover reported:

· That the weeding in Barn Close was imminent and a member of the public confirmed that it had in fact been done.

· She was involved in a study into traffic disruption caused by the level crossing in Sturry.
For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· The issue of yellow lines at Maypole Lane had been discussed at the recent JTB meeting and a decision deferred. The views of the Parish Council had been made clear. Mr Marsh had proposed a meeting between the PC and Stagecoach, which he had offered to chair. No date had been fixed yet.
· Mr Marsh confirmed the interactive speed sign was in place. It was agreed that it would be better if it faced the other way, or better still, if there were two signs on the same pole, one for each direction.

· The 30 mph speed limit in Boyden Gate was to be extended up to Highstead.
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*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· South East Water and the road works: two representative from South East Water were welcomed to the meeting. The general consensus was that the works had been carried out as expeditiously as possible and the feedback was generally positive. There were a number of restoration issues to be dealt with by South East Water and KCC. South East Water had carried out a full condition survey prior to the road works and all necessary reinstatement, of verges, etc., would be carried out. The “triangle” at Knave’s Ash was raised specifically and it was agreed that re-planting of daffodils was best left until the autumn. South East Water had offered to make a donation to the village by way of thanks for enduring the months of disruption. It was agreed that the PC would write to South East Water with suggestions. Laying on a water supply to the new allotments was mentioned, as was a donation to a village hall extension and/or the proposed village green.
· It was reported that the footpath sign on path CB38, at the airfield, was still concealed by undergrowth, despite the owner having indicated it would be cut back. The Clerk was asked to write again to the landowners about this. The same problem affects various road signs. Alan Marsh said that he often cut this back himself. Others were encouraged to do likewise.
· Various white lines on roads in the parish needed attention. The Clerk was asked to write to Alan Marsh about this.

· Phone box: one member of the public thought the PC should adopt this, under BT’s £1 scheme. It was agreed to have this on the next agenda.

· Allotments: although the process had not been straightforward, the PC felt that the target date of October for acquiring the land would be met.

******************************* ***************************

5. Play area risk assessment
A proposed document had been tabled by the Clerk and it was unanimously adopted, without amendment.
6. Village Green update

The Chairman reported that this sub-committee met monthly with the next meeting due on July 27th at Knave’s Ash House. The key focus was on identifying suitable land.
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7. Planning.
There was no objection to application CA//11/00950/FUL (tree house at Old Tree House).

It was noted that applications CA//11/0195/LUE (Orchard House) and CA//11/00587/FUL (Ford Manor Farm) had been approved by CCC.

8. Report of the clerk/RFO.
The bank balance at the end of June was £16,532.43. This had been bolstered by the receipt of a KCC grant of £73.00 in respect of the Maypole Lane “no parking” signs and a VAT reclaim of £182.78.
Payments to the clerk (£288.25), Wantsum Gardeners (July and August: £54.00) and Cllr Sue Chapman (reimbursement of cost of erecting the Maypole Lane signs and play area repairs: £80.00) were approved.

The Clerk reported no further news on footpath issues from KCC and an email from Ms B. Juhel of Mount Pleasant Livery on the same subject, saying she was “in discussion” with KCC.

A letter from CCC on “standards in the new era” had been received and was passed to the Chairman. CCC invited comments, by August 12th.

The RoSPA play area inspection had been cancelled. In future, alternative arrangements might be desirable but the PC’s insurers had confirmed these were not obligatory.

A pack had been received from DigitalUK about the imminent digital TV switch-over. It was agreed to put something in the parish magazine about this.

The Clerk had received the 2012/13 Concurrent Function Grant application pack from CCC. He had managed to obtain an extension to the deadline so that this matter could be considered at the September PC meeting. In this connection, the Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for the re-hanging of the play area gates.

9. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Sue Chapman reported that some footpath stiles needed attention. It was agreed that Cllr Chapman ask her usual contractor to make them safe, which was a small task. As to a more thorough overhaul, the Clerk was asked to contact KCC.
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10. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on September 14th  at 7.30 p.m., in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.15 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

July 14th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

