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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 8th June 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (chair), Colin Chapman, John Williams, Sue Chapman, Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Georgina Glover (CCC) and 9 members of the public.

************************ ********************************************

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, especially Nicky Gould from CCC, with whom the PC expected to be working on youth involvement.

1. Apologies

None.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meetings held on May 11th and May 16th were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
For CCC, Mrs Glover reported that she would be meeting with Richard Jenkins of CCC before the next JTB meeting, in connection with the issue of yellow lines at Maypole Lane. 

For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· The issue of yellow lines at Maypole Lane was not on the agenda for the next JTB meeting but he was fully prepared.
· He had received the same letter as had the PC, from South East water, promising compensation for the parish in respect of the recent road works.
· There had been talk of 20 mph speed limits. He asked the PC to formulate its views on this.
Cllr Williams asked Mr Marsh when we could expect to see the promised interactive speed sign in the parish. Mr Marsh could not give a firm date but it was on its way.
*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Weed-killing on pavements had not been carried out. Mrs Glover said she would follow this up.
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· It was felt that signage round the village could be improved. Mr Marsh confirmed this was something KCC could help with.
· Similarly, it was reported that a footpath sign on path CB38, at the airfield, was completely concealed by undergrowth. The Clerk was asked to write to the landowners about this.

******************************* ***************************

5. Footpaths and bridleways
The Chairman said there was demand from the many horse riders in the parish for more bridleways. He had been in contact with KCC about this and other footpath matters but had not had an encouraging response so far. It was agreed that the PC would write to Mr Marsh about these matters and also to Mount Pleasant Livery, where no response had been received to the last email some time ago. Cllr Colin Chapman suggested that we might speak to famers to see if they could make some of their tracks available to horse riders. The Chairman said that we could do with more “horse warning” signs on village roads. Another matter for the letter to KCC.
6. To consider a draft risk assessment for the play area.
Cllr Sue Chapman had circulated a report on this. The Clerk undertook to construct a formal risk assessment from this and also to review it for items that required immediate maintenance. In the meantime he solicited comments from members on this report. Maintenance items identified would be presented at the next meeting and Cllr Sue Chapman undertook to obtain quotations in respect of these.
In this connection, the Clerk reported that the RoSPA inspection was scheduled for July. The Clerk to ascertain from the PC’s insurers as to whether the report circulated by Cllr Sue Chapman would serve instead. It was noted that last year’s RoSPA report had been of poor quality.

7. Village Green update

The Chairman reported that this sub-committee currently comprised four people but that more volunteers would be welcome. Two meetings had been held so far and the next was to be held on June 16th. The focus was on identifying suitable land and sources of funds.

8. Maypole Lane Parking

The deadline for responses to CCC on the formal consultation on the yellow lines proposal was June 9th. After due discussion, it was resolved to respond that the PC’s opposition to yellow lines remained unchanged.
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Two “no parking” signs had now been erected. Four more remained available.

9. Planning.
It was noted that application CA//10/02032/FUL (houses behind the village hall) has been approved by CCC.

10. Report of the clerk/RFO.
The bank balance at the end of May was £16,579.29. The Clerk reported that his researches into deposit accounts had so far found only derisory rates of interest.
Payments to the clerk (£275.64) and Wantsum Gardeners (June: £27.00) were approved.

11. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Williams asked if he should move the “kill you speed signs”. The meeting was happy for him to do this.
Cllr Sue Chapman suggested the PC should start planning early for next year’s HMQ’s diamond jubilee celebrations. She also noted youngsters on skateboards and bicycles showing scant regard for road safety. Cllr Colin Chapman said he would raise this subject at the youth club.

12. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on July 13th  at 7.30 p.m., in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.25 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

June 10th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

