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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 9th November 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (Chair), Colin Chapman, Sue Chapman. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Georgina Glover (CCC) and 11 members of the public.

************************ ********************************************

1. Apologies

Apologies had been received from Cllrs John Williams and Sarah Keyes.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on October 12th were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
For CCC, Mrs Glover reported:

· She felt positive about the recent meeting between Stagecoach and the PC.
· Work continued on the delays caused by the level crossing at Sturry.
· She reported that there was a recommendation to CCC executive to pay concurrent grant fund applications in full. The Clerk queried whether this included the “desirable” element as well as the “essential” element.
For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· There were further water-related road works at Ford Road. He understood these were supposed to take no more than two weeks.
· Mr Marsh invited parishioners to attend the Remembrance Day service at Herne church, which would feature a parade by Royal Marines.
*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· It was reported that the play area gates still do no not close properly. The Clerk expressed his surprise as he had checked this work himself and found it satisfactory. It would be checked again.
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· Maypole Lane parking: the Chairman reported on the recent meeting with Stagecoach. In response to the PC’s suggestions, Stagecoach had come forward with a proposal to redirect off-peak services via Boyden Gate and Highstead. This was subject to the PC arranging for a couple of overhanging trees to be pruned. It was pointed out that this would inconvenience one or two people who lived in Maypole and who used the off-peak services to get to Herne Bay and back. The Chairman noted this and said that nothing had been finalised but that any solution to this problem must inevitably involve a degree of compromise.
· Various problems with the road surface along Hoath Road/Maypole Road were discussed. The Clerk was asked to write formally to Alan Marsh who would organise a survey of this stretch of road.

· Daffodils at the Knave’s Ash “triangle”: the Chairman reported that he had just heard from the water board that this planting would be undertaken very soon.

******************************* ***************************

5. Village Green and Allotments
Village Green: Cllr Chapman reported that the committee (which is no longer under the auspices of the PC) had met again recently and was in the process of opening a bank account. She solicited ideas for fund-raising. Confidential discussions with local land owners were continuing.
Allotments: Cllr Colin Chapman reported on the legal position regarding a lease from the PCC to the PC. He warned that this might take some time to finalise. Part of this process would involve preparing a report for the Charity Commissioners at a cost of some £100. It was resolved that the PC would pay for this. Following discussion, it was further resolved to put £2,000 of the PC’s reserves towards the cost of fencing. Alan Marsh reported that he would grant £1,000 of KCC funds for the same purpose.
6. Planning
Planning application CA/11/01740 (Ford Manor Farm): there were no objections.
7. Report of the clerk/RFO
Payments to the clerk (£275.64), Wantsum Gardeners (£27.00) and Quinney’s (£230.00) were approved, the last of these subject to Cllr Keyes declaring the work on the play area gates to be satisfactory.
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The Clerk referred to unspent concurrent function grant money. Discussion followed on the play area equipment and surfaces and it was agreed that Cllr Keyes should be asked to give the matter some thought.

At the end of October, the cash book balance stood at £10,045.57 and the bank balance at £10,072.57.

As agreed, the Clerk had delivered the pond and tree warden material to Sam Bateman and asked if she was happy to continue in these roles but had had no response.

There was still no response from the KCC footpaths officer. Cllr Sue Chapman said she had rung her but had been unable to obtain a promise of early action.

8. Councillors’ reports
Cllr Sue Chapman referred to the Queen’s diamond jubilee celebrations next year and solicited ideas for parish activities. The Clerk reminded the meeting of the availability of a £600.00 grant from KCC. It was resolved to go ahead and apply for this, assuming this could be done without knowing the specifics of what it would be spent on.
In Cllr Williams’ absence, the meeting was reminded of his email on the subject of the poor condition of the Woodview pavement. The Clerk would report this to KCC.

Cllr Nugent raised the matter of the grit spreader and the question of who would be responsible for this. This needed to be clarified.

9. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on December 14th  at 7.30 p.m., in the village hall. Mulled wine and mince pies will be available!
The meeting was declared closed at 9.05 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

November 13th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

