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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 14th September 2011.
Present: Councillors John Williams (Chair), Sue Chapman, Sarah Keyes. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC), Georgina Glover (CCC) and 6 members of the public.

************************ ********************************************

1. Apologies

Cllr Nugent had sent apologies for his absence. His daughter had had a serious riding accident. In his absence, Cllr Williams took the chair.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on July 13th were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
For CCC, Mrs Glover reported:

· She has been undertaking a good deal of training as part of her induction to CCC.
· She remains involved in work on the high speed rail link and traffic disruption caused by the level crossing in Sturry.
For KCC, Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· He felt that the previously reported extension of the 30 mph limit from Boyden Gate to Highstead might have created a useful precedent. He agreed that the roads through Hoath, Maypole and Ford were at least as busy and dangerous as that through Boyden Gate and Highstead and that something needed to be done: perhaps “priority arrows” at the narrowest places.
· Many road repairs had been completed during the summer.

· Mr Marsh confirmed the interactive speed sign would return for a spell in November. In response to the enquiry as to purchasing one, he estimated it would cost c. £5,000.
· He said he would write to companies whose HGVs used local roads as short cuts, if photographic evidence was supplied to him.

· Mr Marsh distributed flyers for the pantomime for which he can supply free tickets to suitable groups, such as the youth club.
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*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· It was felt that the white lines at the side of the road at Ford should go, as they deterred drivers from using the full width of the road. However, the meeting was reminded that they were put there for a reason, viz. to encourage traffic to slow down.
· Comments were raised again about the quality of signage in the parish. The clerk reported that he had written to Alan Marsh about this.
· The areas of “sinking” road on Maypole Rd at its northern end were mentioned. These had been reported and the PC had understood they had been dealt with but perhaps not: this would be investigated.
· Bulb planting at the Knave’s Ash triangle: South East Water had undertaken to do this in the autumn.

******************************* ***************************

5. Concurrent Function Grant
After some discussion, it was resolved to submit an application as follows:

Parish Council element (except for the first, all are play area items):
Litter picking





     50.00

Fencing repair





1,000.00

Grass cutting





   420.00

Repair of play equipment



   750.00

Safety inspection




     75.00

Insurance





   200.00

Village Hall element (previously agreed with the Chair of the Village Hall management committee)
Repairs and maintenance of buildings

   800.00
Repairs and maintenance of basic equipment
   250.00

External decoration




1,000.00

Maintenance contracts



   310.00

Insurance





1,000.00
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6. To consider quotations for repairs to play area gates
A quotation from Quinney’s in the sum of £250 inclusive of VAT was accepted.

7. Village Green and Allotments update

Village Green: Cllr Sue Chapman reported that confidential discussions with land owners were continuing. South East Water had promised £5,000 which, with £5,000 matched funding from KCC and a £2,000 pledge from another source meant that £12,000 had effectively been raised.
Allotments: Cllr Colin Chapman reported that the land had been staked out but the posts appear to have been stolen. Current estimates for fencing were very high and alternatives needed to be investigated. Based on experience, he warned that the legal process, whereby the PCC would grant a lease to the PC, could be protracted. In summary, he said there was progress but it was slow.

8. Planning

There was no objection to application CA//11/01354/FUL (Hillcrest Cottage).

It was noted that applications CA//11/00950/FUL (Old Tree House) and CA//11/01053/FUL (Knave’s Ash Cottage) had been approved by CCC.

9. BT telephone box

After discussion, it was resolved to seek to take up BT’s offer to buy this for £1. 

10. Report of the clerk/RFO.
The bank balance at the end of August was £15,834.54.
Payments to the Clerk (£278.89), Wantsum Gardeners (£27.00), Audit Commission (£144.00); Cornish Webservices (£102.00), Village Hall (rent: £510.00 and Concurrent Function Grant items £4,405.65) )were approved. The Clerk’s July salary and expenses payment which had been made since the last PC meeting, of £275.64, was also approved.
Correspondence:

· The Clerk reported no further news on footpath issues from KCC.
· We had been advised of a new PCSO: a Mr Ward-Davis. His contact details are: email 57087@kent.pnn.police.uk and mobile phone 07772 113193
132
11. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Williams reported a pot-hole on Hoath Road at the Knave’s Ash triangle and that, at the same place, the junction lines had become worn away. 
12. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on October 12th  at 7.30 p.m., in the village hall.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.15 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

September 20th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

