HOATH WITH DISTRICT WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Rosemary Crippin, President, welcomed members and visitors to the March meeting and birthday posies were presented to Sue Nash and Linda Maw.  Volunteers were requested to help with refreshments at the Group meeting in April.

Three walks have been arranged:  on Thursday, March 25th meeting at the Viking Ship car park at Pegwell Bay and walking towards Ramsgate; Thursday April 8th meet in the foyer of Tesco’s, Whitstable for a walk along the Crab and Winkle way through Clowes wood and on Thursday, April 22nd members will meet at the Yew Tree Inn, Westbere, for a walk around the lakes.  All walks start at 10.30am.

Ladies Who Lunch will meet at the Little Brown Teapot, Beltinge on Thursday, April 1st.  The craft group will meet at the home of Jean Curtis at 7.30pm on Thursday, March 25th.   Several members will be attending the Annual Council meeting at the Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone on Wednesday, March 24th and the Nosh and Knowledge evening will take place on Saturday, March 27th in Hoath village hall.  Tickets are £5.00 each.
On Saturday, May 8th, there will be a Village Market in Hoath village hall and it was agreed that the WI should have a stall.

Judy Whittaker was then introduced as our speaker, talking about Thanet Earth. She showed how the site has been developed, including the archaeological digs that took place and revealed evidence of life in the Bronze Age; seventeen skeletons were unearthed.  At present there are three greenhouses covering 55 hectares (or 70 football pitches) and creating jobs for 450 local residents.  Thanet was chosen for this project as the light intensity is 12% greater than it is in the north of the country.  There are plans for three more greenhouses to be built, to a height of 8.1 metres, which helps to create good airflow, maximum light and a pleasant working atmosphere.  There are four companies involved in the project and currently they grow tomatoes, cucumbers and peppers, each crop being grown in a separate greenhouse.  Thanet Earth is eco-friendly, generating its own heat and light from solar power, and selling enough back to the national grid to give power to 50 homes in Thanet.  Water is collected as a run off from all the glass and is stored in lagoons.  There is also a bore-hole on site. Plants are grown hydroponically in modules of rockwool which after use are recycled onto the land by local farmers.  Thanet Earth is the ‘greenest’ grower in Britain.  Judy brought some tomatoes for members to sample and she was warmly thanked by Kate Lazenby after many questions.
Kate Lazenby had attended Denman College recently and she gave a report on her chosen course of silver jewellery making showing samples of her work.  She had clearly thoroughly enjoyed the course.

Competition winners for a glass ornament were:  1st Hazel Munnings, 2nd Sandy Sinclair and 3rd Rosemary Crippin.  The limerick was won by Linda Trim with Tina Downs second and Pauline Louch third.

The next meeting will be on April 15th when Anne Hill will talk on the work of the British Legion.  The competitions are for a photo of someone in uniform and a decorated egg.
